The progress of any subject is impeded unless new knowledge generated by research flows freely, quickly and timely among the user community. An information system, therefore, must bring into attention the newly generated information to the users as soon as it is generated because nascent information by its very nature is perishable. Assessment of reading habits of its users is an important task of any efficient information retrieval system so that information needs of its users may be identified and the information available in different types of formats and through a variety of channels may be provided to the users.
Reading habits of scholars in any field depend both on their personal characteristics as well as characteristics of specialty in which they work. Though personal characteristics of scholars is one of the important factors which contributes towards reading habits, but subject characteristics also have definite impact on reading habits of scholars in any field. It has been noticed that the more interdisciplinary the subject studied, the more scattered is its literature and therefore, the larger is the amount of material to be examined in order to keep abreast of recent developments. It is because of this reason, any person working in any interdisciplinary field has to read more.
The amount of reading done by scholars have wide variations. While some of them may be highly literature oriented others may not. The amount of reading varies substantially not only among the persons working in different disciplines but also among those working in the same discipline. The factors responsible for such variations have been identified as education, research experience, age, motivation, intelligence and persistence. But age and seniority have more influence on the reading habits than other characteristics. Many surveys have revealed the fact that the older scientists make less use of literature than the younger ones.
NEED OF ASSESSING READING HABITS AND INFORMATION USE IN THE FIELD OF WOMEN'S STUDIES (WS)
In a field like Women's Studies (WS), where tremendous expansion in research and action is taking place for women's development resulting into information explosion, it becomes more important to improve dissemination of information and to design an effective system to control and organize the information. A substantial quality of information, generated in this field as the subject, has very wide scope because of its multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, cross-cultural and inter-regional nature. Moreover, information requirements are voluminous and of a very diverse nature. Users, their categories and information needs are different at different levels. Information needs of researchers on women's issues are different from that of women workers working at the grass root level in remote areas. Not only this but information comes in a wide range of physical forms. A majority of information in this field is available in the form of "grey literature" or "fugitive literature" which are not available through the traditional book trade channels. One important difference, between resources used in WS and many other subjects, is that WS has its roots both in scholarship and activism or the efforts of individuals and organizations to expand opportunities to women and bring about equity between genders. We, therefore, need to have a more complete understanding of the weaknesses and the strengths of the information channels used by scholars / activists in the field of WS so that unfulfilled or inadequate needs of users of information may be identified and most preferred channels of information in the field of WS may be noticed.
OBJECTIVES
The present study was undertaken to fulfill the following objectives: -Ø To investigate the personal reading habits of scholars / activists in the field of WS. Ø To determine the use pattern of documentary sources of information in WS. Ø To identify various sources of information used by those engaged in research work, teaching or social action work in the field of WS in India.
SCOPE

1.
This study will help NGOs / Institutions in the field of WS in better "COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT' of their libraries on the basis of information use pattern.
2.
The present study will make librarians / information scientists aware of the reading habits of those working in the field of WS. This will help them in catering to their information needs in a better way.
3.
This study may also help in proportional allocation of funds in the libraries on the basis of use pattern of documentary sources.
4.
With the help of this study: a) Journals may be subscribed in terms of their relative use. b) Acquisition policy of the centre may be formulated on the basis of their preferences of documentary sources of information. c) Services of the libraries / information centre may be improved and can be managed in a better way. d) A large-scale national study in India can be suggested on the basis of the findings of this study. e) Local networks on the focused subject may be established for the proper dissemination of information.
METHODOLOGY
For conducting survey the investigator used "Questionnaire Method". It was also thought proper to interview a few respondents so as to cross check the responses received through questionnaire. In order to ensure consistency in the organization of data and comparability in the findings, structured interview was preferred. The respondents selected for this study were Post Graduate students of WS/ Teachers as well as those working in various Non Government Organizations of the country. Thus, information use pattern of both scholars and of field workers has been taken care of in the present study.
BREAK-UP OF RESPONDENTS
Out of total respondents (280), Social Action Group (SAG) constituted the majority (42.86%), followed by Faculty Members (FM) (31.43%) and post-graduate students of WS (25.71%). As is evident from Table 1 all FM and students belonged to five prestigious institutions of India in the field of WS, whereas, respondents of SAG group were taken from 24 NGOs of the country. ( Appendix 1) 
AGE OF RESPONDENTS
Age-wise breakup of respondents shows that FM were older than students and SAG.
SEX OF RESPONDENTS
Appreciable number of males was found to be present when they were analyzed according to their sex. This shows that not only females but also males are becoming sensitive towards women related issues. Table 2 shows that more seniors were members of professional bodies than the junior ones. This indicates that professionalism increases with age and experience. A healthy trend was noticed in this study that appreciably higher numbers of FM were found to be the members of international professional bodies. It is clear from Table 3 that appreciably higher number of respondents (94.29%) attended conferences or workshops. Further, more number of FM attended international and national conferences than students and SAG, attending more regional or local conferences. Table 4 shows that majority of respondents (51.43%) published articles in the journals as compared to research works published by 42.86% respondents. As was expected, more SAG published reports because the kind of work they do was project oriented for which they were required to submit a report. It was pleasing to note that a good number of respondents 54.29% were found to be subscribing to periodicals on WS. As is evident from Table 5 , more number of FM subscribed periodicals than other categories of respondents. This again confirms the findings of other surveys that type of work and seniority has impact on personal subscription habits of scientists. Out of 54.29% respondents subscribing to periodicals, all of them were found to be subscribing to Indian journals. The present study reflects that scanning of current issues of periodicals and participation in seminars / workshops are the most dominating ways for keeping abreast of latest developments in the field of WS (Table 6 ). The present study reveals that libraries are the most preferred channel of information amongst scholars in WS as they are mostly dependent on libraries of either their institution or any other library for getting desired information (Table 7) . It is also interesting to note that use of informal channel of information such as taking help of teacher/friend/colleague is also one of the frequently used and popular methods for getting desired information in the field of WS. This study confirms the findings of many reading habits' surveys that older scientists make less use of literature and are less frequent visitor of the library than the younger ones. While majority of students and SAG visit their institution's library daily, most of the FM use library only twice a week. (Table 8) It is also found in this study that approximately 50% scholars in the field of WS spent between 1 to 5 hours in the library during each visit (Table 9 ). It is interesting to note that though the FM were less frequent visitors of the library but, they were found to be spending more time during each visit. While inquiring about the purpose of visiting the library, it was found that most of the students visit the library for obtaining information for writing a paper, whereas, maximum number of SAG visit library for background material needed for preparing a proposal for a new project (Table 10) . FM visit the library for varying purposes. It was also noticed in this study that substantially higher number of scholars in WS get desired information from their own library (Table 11 ). While most of the FM and SAG are capable of locating desired information from their respective libraries, maximum number of students is seldom successful and hence they take the help of other libraries also. FM and SAG also used libraries of other than their own institute at the time of need. (Table 12) The reason for the students not getting the desired information from only one library may be the lack of syllabus oriented reading material in this newly emerged field.
MEMBERSHIPS OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES / SOCIETIES
CONFERENCE / SEMINARS ATTENDED
TYPE OF PUBLICATIONS
PERSONAL SUBSCRIPTION OF PERIODICALS
WAYS FOR KEEPING ABREAST OF LATEST DEVELOPMENTS
PREFERRED CHANNELS OF INFORMATION
FREQUENCY OF VISITS TO INSTITUTION'S LIBRARY
AVERAGE TIME SPENT ON EACH LIBRARY VISIT
PURPOSE OF VISITING THE LIBRARY
RELEVANCE OF INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM LIBRARIES
LIBRARIES USEFUL IN THE FIELD OF WOMEN'S STUDIES (WS)
One of the most important findings of this study is that it identifies most preferred libraries being frequently used by the scholars of WS in the country. Appendix 2 shows list of such libraries in India in order of preference. This study reflects that journals/newsletter/bulletins, dictionaries/thesaurus, directories, handbooks, statistical sources, theses/dissertations, books/monographs and government publications are the most preferred sources of information in WS. (Table 13 ) While all the FM make use of all these sources of information, students and SAG prefer journals/newsletter/bulletins, dictionaries/thesaurus, directories and statistical sources only. This may reflect that seniors and more experienced persons in the field of WS make use of variety of sources than the younger ones. Government publications are substantially used documents in the field of WS. More number of FM use these publication than other categories of respondents. It is also noticed that committees and commissions reports and policy documents are the most preferred type of Government publications in WS (table 14) . It may be because of the fact that committees/commission reports and policy documents on women issues contain firsthand information on that particular issue for which they are constituted and hence are most sought. Majority of the respondents (71.43%) indicated that they come to know about the existence of Government Publications through Reviews given in journals/ newspapers (Table 15) . It is happy to note that the scholars of WS also use personal contacts for getting information about the existence of government publications, which is a very healthy pattern. A list of most used government publications in the field of WS in the country was also prepared on the basis of respondents' preferences for the same. (Appendix 3) Table 16 indicates that all categories of respondents come to know about the forthcoming conferences through personal means, bulletin / newsletters etc. FM and SAG were found to be more professional as they make more use of newsletters. Legal rights of and the offences relating to women and their legal remedies is one of the thrust areas in the filed of WS. It was therefore, necessary to determine the pattern and use of legal sources by the scholars/activists in the field of WS. It was noticed that FM and SAG make use of legal sources of information substantially (Table 17) . While FM and SAG use all type of legal sources -bare acts and statutes, commentaries an acts and statutes and law reports containing case laws equally, students use only bare acts and law reports (Table 18 ) for locating a particular legal provision or case law on any point. Secondary publications such as digests of case laws were found to be popular among most of the respondents. Besides, commentaries on specific laws or help of lawyers were also found to be the main sources of locating a particular legal provision or case law (Table 19 ). Newspapers were found to be the chief source of information regarding new legislation/amendments (Table 20) .
SOURCES OF INFORMATION USED
Usefulness of Sources of Information
USE OF GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
NOTIFICATION OF FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES/ SEMINARS
USE OF LEGAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION
MOST PREFERRED PERIODICALS IN THE FIELD OF WS
A list of frequently used periodicals in order of preference has also been derived (Appendix 4 ) in this study on the basis of preferences of periodical given by the respondents.
It was happy to note that periodicals published by NGOs occupied very high ranks in this list. "Manushi", "Chetna News", "Mahila Samakhya Newsletter", "Sahbhagi Ki Chitthi", "Roshni", "Nari Samvad", "Kurushetra" and "Saheli" published by NGOs find place in the list of frequently used periodicals derived in this study.
All this reflects that NGOs are doing very good work in the field of WS and are brining out useful publications in the form of periodicals or otherwise. A glance through Appendix 4 also reflects the multidisciplinary nature of WS as the periodicals pertaining to the field of sociology, law, health, economics, social sciences, political science etc. do appear in this list.
INDEXING / ABSTRACTING SOURCES AND SERVICES
In WS, with a few exceptions, comprehensive secondary services are almost non-existent. Two indexing sources, namely, 'Guide to Women's Studies' and 'Women Studies Index' brought out by SNDT Women's University, Mumbai were found to be heavily used by the users. Besides, two in-house current awareness bulletins of Jadavpur University, Kolkata and Center for Women's Development Studies, New Delhi, were also found to be used on topics such as rape, dowry, violence against women etc. Appendix 5 reflects some indexing and abstracting sources and services used in WS.
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOURCES AND SERVICES
The present study indicates a shift from general to thematic and subject bibliographies. It was found that with the development and expansion of WS, the need for focused and thematic bibliographies increased. Most of the bibliographies found to be used were in English language. However, few bibliographies in other regional languages were also found to be used.
Bibliographic services as mentioned by the respondents were those brought out by documentation centers/libraries. Some of them are of: SNDT Women's University Library, Mumbai, National Social Science Documentation Center (NASSDOC), New Delhi, and National Library, Kolkata. "Bibliographic Reprints: Women" in two parts brought out by NASSDOC was also found useful as was indicated by few respondents.
DICTIONARIES / THESAURI
The present study establishes dictionaries/thesauri as an important source of information in the field of WS as all the respondents use them.
Unfortunately, none of the dictionaries/thesauri used was of Indian origin. This is due to the fact that no comprehensive dictionary / thesauri on WS is published from India. (Appendix 6)
DIRECTORIES
It is noticed that all the respondents use directories in order to know who is doing what and where in the field of WS. Most of the directories used by them were found to be of Indian origin. The reason being that quite a few directories indicating training institutes in WS, Women's originations and institutions for women in India have been brought out in recent years. Moreover, scholars/activists working in this field find Indian information more relevant than global information. A list of frequently used directories in order of preference is given in Appendix 7.
HAND BOOKS AND RESOURCE GUIDES
Handbooks and resource guides were used only by 92.14% of respondents. It is interesting to note that not only Indian but International handbook and resource guides published from other countries were also found to be used. Appendix 8 reveals the most used handbook/resource guides in the field of WS.
BIOGRAPHICAL SOURCES
Most of the respondents indicated that they use biographical sources to find out the contributions made and positions held of the biographee It was also revealed that international sources were found inadequate for not covering the biographies of Indians adequately, whereas, Indian sources were found to be inadequate for less prominent Indian personalities. A list of frequently used biographical sources in the field of WS is given in order of preference. (Appendix 9)
STATISTICAL RESOURCES
The present study reveals that statistical resources are frequently used sources in the field of WS. Nature of job is seen to be influencing the use of these sources. While FM use these resources to support their teaching and learning, activist group use them for their research activities and to expand opportunities to women and to bring about equity between genders. It was happy to note that the respondents use both national as well as international statistical resources as is evident from Appendix 10. Table 21 shows that appreciably higher number of respondents in the field of WS make use of theses/dissertations as sources of information. More use of these sources by FM and students may be because of the reason that their work is more academic and theses/dissertations are more suitable for their information needs. When asked about sources of getting information about theses and dissertations, majority of respondents quoted two important publications brought out by the Association of Indian Universities, whereas, quite a few responded that they get information about theses/ dissertations from teachers/friends/colleagues. (Appendix 11)
THESES AND DISSERTATION
RESOURCES ON THE NET
The present study also indicates the substantial use of Internet resources in the field of WS. These women's studies resources included databases, e-journals, reports, discussions, curricula, reading lists, information "brochures" etc. available on the Net. Information centers, bookshops, publishers, universities, directories were also found to be used by the respondents.
Most of the e-journals used by the respondents were free or partially free journals. While "Aviva" (http://www.aviva.org/); "Advancing women in Leadership" (http://www.advancingwomen.com/awl.html) were the journals freely available, "Feminist Studies" etc. are partially free journals used by the respondents. Another important site, which was mentioned, by most of the respondents was (http://www.sosig.ac.uk/subjects/feminism.html). This freely available Internet service aiming at selecting high quality Internet information for students, academics, researchers and practitioners in the social sciences, business and law is a part of the UK Resource Discovery Network SAWNET (South Asian Women's Network) (http://www.umiacs.umd.edu/users/sawweb/sawnet/) was found to be used by majority of the respondents as it covers India also. This site was useful for reviews, news about south Asian women, legal issues, bookshelf, domestic violence, south Asian women's organization, home page of SAWNET members, divorce, health, career, grants and funding. FeMiNa (http://www.femina.com) providing respondents with a comprehensive searchable directory of links to female friendly sites and information on the web is also worth mentioning.
National Organization for Women (NOW) (http://now.org/now/home.html) the largest organization of feminist activities in the U. S. having 500,000 contributing members and 550 chapters in all 50 states was found useful for new releases, legislative updates and NOW Times action alerts. Another site mentioned was The UN Internet Gateway on the Advancement and Empowerment of women (http://www.un.org/womenwatch).
Few sites of international organizations, national bodies and of women's organizations proved to be rich sources for the users working on women related issues. For example reports of International Labor Organization, UNICEF, Govt. of India's ninth plan, University Grants Commission, India etc. On line databases like Gender (http://www.uni-koeln.de) and library data bases of women's studies' centers providing information about their catalogues, conferences, courses, topical bibliographies were also mentioned by the users. 
FINDINGS
1. The present study reveals that factors like age, seniority and nature of job influence the reading habits of those working in the field of WS. Further, not only females but also males are becoming sensitive towards women related issues. 2. It is noticed that more seniors are members of professional bodies than the junior ones indicating that professionalism increases with age and experience. Appreciably higher number of FM is found to be the members of international professional bodies. 3. Majority of respondents attended conferences / workshops but it is interesting to note that seniority and designation have impact on the type of conferences attended. 4 . Another important finding is that Activist group publish more reports than students and FM because of their project oriented work where they are required to submit a report at the end of the project, whereas, FM publish more number of articles in the journals of WS.
5.
More than half of the respondents are found to be subscribing to only Indian journals. Factors like seniority and age influence their journal subscription habits also. 6. The present study reveals that scholars in the field of WS are mostly dependent on libraries of either their institution or any other library for getting desired information. 7. This study confirms the findings of many reading habits' surveys that older scientist make less use of literature and are less frequent visitors of their libraries. It is interesting to note that though the FM were less visitors of the library, they are found to be spending more time during each visit than others. Purpose of visiting the library differs according to categories of respondents. 8. One of the most important findings of this study is that it identifies a number of libraries, which are being frequently used by the scholars of WS in the country and hence it may be presumed that these libraries contain useful collection on women related issues.. Though Internet resources are used by only 48.57% of respondents, they are found to be very useful for getting latest information on women related issues. Comparatively lesser use of Internet resources shows that the intrinsic value of information channels depends mainly on its accessibility. 11. Nature of job is seen to be influencing the usage of documentary sources of information. 12. Use of indexing/abstracting services in the field of WS is found to be very low (40%). This is due to non-availability of any comprehensive abstracting service on WS published from India. Various multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary indexing services available in the country were also used for the topics like rape, dowry, violence against women etc. 13. Journals published from NGOs occupied higher ranks in the list of most preferred journals of WS. Not only this but periodicals pertaining to the fields of sociology, law, health, economics, political science etc. did appear in the list of frequently used periodicals reflecting multidisciplinary nature of WS. 14. Another important finding of the present study is that primary periodicals published from India are more preferred by the scholars as compared to other international journals.
Heavy reliance on Indian journals shows that scholars of WS find Indian information and coverage more relevant for their work rather than global information. 15. Appreciably higher percentage of users (98.57%) use statistical sources, which shows that statistical data plays a very important role in effective measurement and monitoring of the status of women but at the same time majority of respondents complained of nonavailability of up-to-date and meaningful Indian data due to various limitations of datacollecting agencies. It is happy to note that those working in the field of WS in India are using both national and international statistical resources. FM where use these resources to support their teaching and learning, activist group use them for their research activities and to expand opportunities to women and to bring about equity between genders. 16. This study also indicates a shift from general to thematic and subject bibliographies. It is found that with the development and expansion of WS, the need for focused and thematic bibliographies increased. Most of the bibliographies found to be used are in English language, however, few bibliographies in other regional languages are also found to be used. 17. It is surprising to note that though all the respondents use dictionaries/thesauri, none of them is of Indian origin. It is due to the fact that no comprehensive dictionary/thesauri in WS is published from India. 18.
On the contrary, respondents preferred Indian directories indicating Indian training institutions in WS, women's organizations and institutions for women in India as they find Indian information more relevant. 19 .
Biographical sources used are those of India, Asia and the Pacific. They use biographical sources to find out the contributions made and positions held of the biographee. Indian biographical sources, as mentioned by the respondents are found to be inadequate as they do not cover less prominent personalities, whereas, international biographical sources are found to be inadequate for not covering Indian personalities adequately. 20. Books/monographs are found to be used by majority of respondents as they are published commercially. As the book trade channels in India are well developed and the infrastructure for bibliographical control exists, information published in the form of books presents the least difficulty and are easily available.
21.
It is interesting to note that Indian scholars also use not only Indian but International handbooks and resource guides published from other countries.
22.
Association of Indian University (AIU) plays a vital role in disseminating information about Indian theses/dissertations submitted to universities of India.
AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE DIRECTION
1. In order to satisfy the information requirements of those working in the field of WS, there is an urgent need for a constant dialogue between the users and the information professionals. This can be done by conducting regular surveys at various levels so as to assess the information requirements of users. 2. Directories covering human resources and organizations at national/regional and local level should be developed with comprehensive coverage and good mechanism for their updation. Regional centers of WS situated in various parts of the country may take up this task of compiling directories. 3. There is no abstracting service on WS coming out from India so far. Though a few women's studies' centers have started indexing services e.g. CWDS, New Delhi; Jadavpur University, Kolkata and All India Association of Christian Higher Education, New Delhi but it is necessary to initiate such abstracting services covering Indian literature on women related issues. 4 . There has been a remarkable increase during the last few decades in the number of institutional and individual efforts made in publishing bibliographies on Indian women but the number of such bibliographies is still limited. Moreover, there is no proper bibliographical control. They are in mimeo form or are usually available directly from the institutions. It is therefore suggested that more systematic efforts should be made in this area and certain standards should be maintained. 5. There is an urgent need to develop comprehensive computerized bibliographic databases covering Indian women literature so as to facilitate easy updation and exchange. Moreover, this database should be made available to concerned institutions. 6. Not only new data bases should be created but also existing sources of information on WS should be analyzed, evaluated and assessed and should be updated keeping in mind researchers' requirements in the field of WS. 7. Due to tremendous increase in the cost of publications and growing demands of users, it has become impossible for a single library to meet the demands and there is a wide gap between their needs and resources. It is therefore, suggested that libraries having resources on WS must resort to more cooperative measures for sharing their resources. We must transform various loose and scattered library collections into an integrated structure with the help of technology available in the country, which will ensure greater accessibility to resources as well as maximum utilization of available funds. 
FURTHER RESEARCH
